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Mercury Crystals from the Vapor" or "Oxymercuration of Alkenes."
There is a good summary of "Relationship between Clinical Structure and
Biological Activity in Mercurial Compounds," by Harris L. Friedman,
a brief section, with references, on "Toxicology of Inorganic Mercury" by
Leonard J. Goldwater, and an excellent short discussion by Alvin Farah
of histochemical techniques for localizing the site of action of mercurial
diuretics.
The section on Clinical Medicine, with the exception of a paper by
Raymond Weston summarizing work done by the Montefiore group on the
mechanism of mercurial diuresis and a short, informative discussion of
"Bioassay of Organomercurials" by Theodore Greiner, is overloaded with
dogmatic statements and (in 1957) a pedestrian series of successfully
treated cases reflecting the general clinical acceptance of oral and paren-
teral mercurial diuretics. There is little critical or factual discussion of one
of the nagging problems the clinician faces: when is mercury helpful and
when toxic in patients with edema and renal disease? On page 621 one
reads: "We follow the generally accepted view that there are few contra-
indications to the use of mercurials in patients with congestive heart failure,
regardless of the state of the kidneys." Three pages later, on page 624,
another authority thinks that ". . . the most important contraindications to
oral mercurial diuretic therapy are uremia and the presence of significant
primary renal disease." Interspersed with this sort of comment there is, to
be sure, some useful and interesting clinical information.
Most of the papers are carefully documented with bibliographical
references which will add to the value of this collection for clinicians and
pharamacologists interested in mercury.
FRANKLIN H. EPSTEIN
HUMAN BLOOD GROUPS AND INHERITANCE. By S. D. Lawlor and L. J.
Lawlor. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 103 pp. $1.50.
In the introduction it is stated that this monograph was designed for the
biology student and the interested lay reader. The first chapter, which deals
with an historical survey of blood groups, might be of interest to the lay
reader, but thereafter the material is strictly for the biology student. An
extensive consideration of human blood groups and their inheritance along
with brief considerations of blood grouping and blood banking techniques
are contained in this monograph. These usually are rather difficult subjects
to present clearly, and the authors of this book appear to have done an
excellent job. The book does not read as a novel, and in order to obtain
an understanding of immunohematology one must concentrate on each line,
but the material is presented in a clear manner and in a good sequential
fashion.
Primary emphasis in this book is placed on the inheritance of the com-
mon and uncommon blood groups. In this respect the information
presented is very suitable for the practising physician. On the other hand,
its greatest weakness is in the actual hematologic techniques which are
described. They are so superficial that they probably should be deleted
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but, fortunately, they constitute only a very small portion of the over-all
presentation. Another excellent feature of this book is the glossary of
immunologic and genetic terms. Along with a very complete index, this
inexpensive little monograph should serve as an excellent up-to-date
reference for problems relating to the inheritance of blood groups in man.
STUART C. FINCH
HISTORY OF NURSING SOURCE BOOK. By Anne L. Austin. New York,
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1957. 480 pp. $7.50.
This volume will be an invaluable addition to the libraries of schools of
nursing. Designed to be used as a supplement to the usual history of
nursing textbooks, it includes, as the author states in the preface, "excerpts
from the most significant writings comprising the history of nursing from
the era before the birth of Christ up to the founding of the first professional
school of nursing in America in 1873." Miss Austin, who for many years
taught the history of nursing at the Frances Payne Bolton School of
Nursing of Western Reserve University, not only recognized the need for
such a source book but has met the need in exemplary fashion. Making
use of primary and secondary sources, the book is the result of painstaking
research and in turn will open up avenues of research for many students
of nursing.
The sources are arranged chronologically, starting with quotations from
the Old Testament, the Talmud, and ancient Sanskrit texts. References to
nursing in the Middle Ages and in the nineteenth century are selected
from less accessible materials than those usually found in textbooks. The
final chapter contains selected documents of early war nursing in the
United States.
The methods of documentation and indexing are those of sound historical
research and as such set a pattern to be followed by students working in
the area of nursing research. The material should also be of interest to
social scientists. We are indebted not only to the author but to the editor
and publishers for this volume, the latest in the Modern Nursing Series.
ELIZABETH S. BIXLER
ALBERT SCHWEITZER, THE STORY OF His LIFE. By Jean Pierhal. New
York, Philosophical Library, 1957. 160 pp. $3.00.
This is apparently an abridged version of Albert Schweitzer: Das Leben
eines guten Menschen by Jean Pierhal, "describing Schweitzer's childhood
experiences, his researches and travels, his suffering and dedication." In
the 160 brief pages of this work the fascinating drama of the great doctor's
life is told simply, clearly, and with admirable objectivity while successfully
conveying the character and the magnitude of his genius.
There are 22 black and white photographic illustrations including one of
The Sorrowful Negro of the Colmar statue by Bartholdi which made such
a deep impression on Schweitzer in his boyhood.
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